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movements which bring it about constitute the act of ejacula-
tion. It is a reflex act of which sensory nerves in the penis are
its afferent limb, and sympathetic nerves its efferent limb. A
thin secretion from the prostate gland and secretions of small
urethral glands are added to the semen in the urethra. The
secretion of the seminal vesicles appears to be essential for
maintaining the life and motility of the spermatozoa, but the
prostatic secretion and the secretions of the urethral glands are
not of importance in this respect; they probably serve mainly
as a lubricant.
The spermatozoa, deposited in the upper part of the vagina
during coitus, propel themselves upward by lashing movements
of their tails at the rate of about six inches per hour and, pass-
ing through the uterus, enter the Fallopian tube where fertili-
zation occurs. It is probable that contractions of the uterus
during coitus may draw the semen into the uterine cavity.
The head of the spermatozoon penetrates the ovum; in a
short time its tail disappears and the changes described on
page 726 follow. The semen contains an enzyme which effects
the removal of the mass of cells (discus proligerus, p. 713) in
which the ovum is embedded, thus facilitating its penetration.
The life of the spermatozoon after it has been deposited in
the vagina is from four to five days. The ovum, on the other
hand, if unfertilized, survives for only about seven hours; after
this it starts to degenerate.
The penis, the copulatory organ of the male, is composed of
erectile tissue arranged as three longitudinal columns bound
together by fibrous tissue, and covered with skin. Two of the
columnar masses, called the corpora cavernosa penis, lie side
by side on the upper or anterior aspect of the organ. The third,
called the corpus cavernosum urethrae, lies beneath the other
two and is canalized by the urethra. The urinary bladder is
evacuated through the urethra which also transmits the semen
during coitus. The extremity of the corpus cavernosum ure-
thrae is expanded into a pyramidal structure called the glans
penis, which is molded over the ends of the corpora cavernosa
penis (Fig. 14-9).